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Good Evening and thank you for accepting my comments. My 

name is Ray Stiglitz and I am here this evening representing the Pa. 

Independent Petroleum Producers. P.I.P.P. is an organization which 

represents the interests of approximately 300 members, most of whom 

are small, family run businesses. Many of our members have only a 

hand full of wells on their properties, which they operate as a side line 

to their regular day jobs or to supplement retirement income. Other 

members may be companies who drill and operate shallow, 

conventional wells on a little larger scale. One thing that all P.I.P.P. 

members have in common, though, is the fact that they are all small 

businesses, struggling to remain viable in the face ofthe Marcellus and 

Utica industry juggernaut. Act 13 and its proposed regulations have 

caught up the traditional shallow well operators in many of the same 

requirements that were implemented to regulate the shale gas 

operators. 

One of my biggest objections to the proposed regulations is the 

increased burdens concerning notification requirements. For example, 

on wells that I drilled on my property in Venango County last year, it 

was necessary for me to notify the surface landowner, the local 

municipality, and no less than an additional eight adjacent 

municipalities. What possible environmental benefit can come from 

me notifying these eight adjacent municipalities of my intention to drill 

four shallow, nine hundred foot deep oil wells? Municipality 

notification is just a start. You are then faced with spud notifications, 

casing cement notifications, frac notifications, well reports after drilling, 

completion reports after fracing, well sight restoration reports, and last 

but not least, annual production reports, and probably a few yet that I 

can't bring to mind. Forget to do any of them, and you are faced with a 



possible Notice of Violation. Additionally D.E.P/s proposed Mechanical 

Integrity Assessment program will add another crushing layer of 

operator reporting requirements, with very little environmental benefit 

to show for it. 

The proposed 78.66 section regarding crude oil and/ or 

production water spills, is potentially the most frightening aspect of 

these new regs, if Act 2 standards are applied to the clean-up. A less 

intrusive and cheaper solution to the clean-up of small crude oil spills 

should be the adoption of bioremediation practices which, by the way, 

are recognized as successful by the federal E.P.A. 

My family and I operate a small well drilling and servicing 

company based in Venango County. We also operate a number of 

shallow stripper oil wells in Venango and Clarion counties. We produce 

crude oil from wells that date from the late 1890's to some that were 

drilled within the last few years. My son is actively involved with the 

business, as is my wife, who assumes business management duties. We 

currently employ six other workers on a full time basis. The daily 

output of our wells, and the wells of our well service customers, are by 

and large, measured in gallons of oil per day - not barrels per day. The 

two refiners of Pa. crude oil, and all of their employees rely on the 

efforts of many small independent producers like us to supply them 

with a needed and valuable commodity- a commodity that touches 

each of us in our daily lives in more consumer products than we can 

count. It seems to me that the environmental health of Pennsylvania, 

and the good of its citizens, are best served by promoting and 

encouraging responsible development of our oil and gas resources, 

rather than regulating small businesses such as ours out of existence. I 



hope and pray that you will fully consider all ofthe ramifications of 

these proposed regulations before making a final decision. Thank You! 


